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Welcome…



Presentation Agenda
• Purpose of the workshop
• PD&E Study objectives 
• Project location
• Project need
• Public involvement
• Engineering 
• Environmental
• Environmental reports
• Project schedule
• What’s next
• How can you get involved?
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Purpose of the Workshop

• Introduce the project
• Explain the alternatives considered
• Provide information about these 
alternatives
– Engineering
– Environmental

• Present the process and schedule
• Receive input from community and 
stakeholders
– Questions and concerns 
– Comment forms 
– Website: www.midwayrd.com
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Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study

The objectives of this PD&E Study:
• Social
• Environmental
• Engineering Studies
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…concerning “if” and “where” 
improvements should be built…

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
• St. Lucie County



Project Location
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Project Need

• Provide for existing and future traffic demands
• Improve safety
• Provide opportunities for pedestrian, bicycle, 
and transit facilities

• Improve freight mobility
• Enhance emergency evacuation
• Plan consistency
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PD&E Study Components

• Data collection

• Engineering

• Environmental

• Public involvement
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Public Involvement

• Elected and appointed officials/agencies
Kick‐off meeting was held August 18, 2015

• Public Kick‐off meeting was held August 18, 2015
• Alternatives public meeting is being held today
• Public hearing is scheduled for 1st quarter 2017
• Project website

– www.midwayrd.com
• Newsletters 
• Local outreach
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Interchange Feasibility Analysis
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Traffic Data

• Existing Midway Road does not handle existing 
traffic demand

• Traffic anticipated to increase to 29,200 Annual 
Average Daily Traffic (AADT)

• Level of Service (LOS) F with degraded traffic 
operation unless capacity is increased
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Alternatives Considered

• No‐build alternative
• Transportation Systems Management and Operations
• Multi‐modal alternatives
• Build alternatives
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• Meet future travel demands
• Input from:

– General public
– Local governments and environmental agencies.

• Comparison criteria
– Community and environmental impacts
– Costs



No‐Build Alternative
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• No improvements other than routine maintenance 



Transportation Systems Management and
Operations (TSMO)

• Alternatives to maximize utilization of existing roadway
– Traffic signal and intersection improvements
– Access management changes
– Transit improvements

• Stand‐alone TSMO improvements do not meet the 
purpose and need for the project

• TSMO improvements will be incorporated into the build 
alternatives
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Multi‐Modal Alternatives

• Consists of additions to multi‐modal (bus) services along 
corridor

• Multi‐modal improvements alone do not meet the 
purpose and need for the project

• St. Lucie County's 2015‐2024 Transit Development Plan 
Major Update identifies a new fixed route along Midway 
Road within the project limits  

• Planned bus stops:
– Eastbound: west of Milner Drive
– Westbound: west of Selvitz Road
– Westbound: west of New Horizons
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Alternatives Analysis
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• Alternative 1 – Canal Avoidance

CANAL 103



Alternatives Analysis
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• Alternative 2 – Canal in Box Culvert



Alternatives Analysis
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• Bridge over Turnpike



Stormwater Treatment Ponds 
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Interchange Feasibility Analysis

• Interchange Concept Study completed in 2005
– No fatal flaws: No insurmountable technical issues 
– Expected revenue covered operation and maintenance but 
not construction costs

• New feasibility analysis
– No fatal flaws
– Updated traffic analysis
– New alternatives considered

• Next steps
– Interchange PD&E Study
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Environmental

• Social and cultural environment

• Natural environment

• Physical environment
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Social and Cultural Impacts
• Socio‐economic Effects

– Land use changes
– Community cohesion
– Right‐of‐way
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– Business and Residential 
Relocations

– Economic

– Mobility
– Aesthetics

• Cultural Resources
– Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS) complete

 Results: The FEC Railroad considered eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places



Section 4(f) Resources

• Potential Section 4(f) resources
– Publically owned parks and recreation lands
– Wildlife and waterfowl refuges
– Historic sites

• Determination of Applicability (DOA)
– Ongoing
– FEC Railroad is NHRP eligible and will be evaluated for a 
“de minimis” use under Section 4(f)
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Natural Effects

• Wetlands and surface waters
– Roadside ditches
– Canal 103 
– Ponds
– Freshwater marsh 

• Evaluate alternatives to avoid 
and minimize adverse effects

• Unavoidable impacts will be 
mitigated
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Natural Effects – Wildlife and Habitat

• Endangered Species Biological Assessment (ESBA) 
– Evaluation is ongoing 

• Following species being evaluated:
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• West Indian Manatee
• Sherman’s Fox Squirrel
• Audubon’s Crested 

Caracara
• Wood Stork
• Florida Scrub-Jay
• Red-cockaded 

Woodpecker
• Everglades Snail Kite
• Bald Eagle
• American Alligator
• Eastern Indigo Snake
• Gopher Tortoise
• Florida Pine Snake
• Several listed plant 

species



Physical Effects

• Physical Environment
– Pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities

– Contamination

– Air
– Noise
– Construction
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• Noise Study is underway
– Future traffic noise levels
– Ongoing

• Contamination Screening Evaluation
– Two sites – High potential
– One site ‐ medium potential
– The locations of these sites are shown on the display graphics



Environmental Reports

• Wetland Evaluation
• Endangered Species Biological Assessment
• Cultural Resources Assessment Survey
• Contamination Screening Evaluation
• Air Quality Screening
• Noise Study Report
• Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
• Section 4(f) DOA
• De Minimis Section 4(f)
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Matrix Evaluation
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• Compares alternatives
– No‐build
– Alternative 1
– Alternative 2

• Matrix is on         
display for your   
review



Project Schedule
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Current project phase

Funded in 2017

Anticipated funding in FY 
2021 – 2025 timeframe

Anticipated funding in FY 
2021 – 2025 timeframe

Project Implementation
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Long Range Planning

Right-of-way Acquisition Phase

PD&E Study Phase

Design Phase

Construction Phase



What’s Next?

• Work Toward the Public hearing
– Prepare study documents
– Select preferred alternative to be presented

• Continuous Public Involvement
– St. Lucie County
– City of Fort Pierce
– City of Port St. Lucie
– St. Lucie County Transportation Planning 
Organization

– Property owners, agencies, stakeholders
– Project team available for presentations
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How Can You Get Involved?

• Comment forms
– Place in comment box tonight
– Mail your comments
– Email your comments

 july.jimenez@dot.state.fl.us
– Comments and questions can be 
submitted at any time during the 
course of the study

– Submit by Friday, July 8, 2016 to be 
included in the summary documents.

• Website 
– www.midwayrd.com

• Request a small group meeting with 
neighborhood or special interest group
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Contact

FDOT Project Manager:
July Jimenez, P.E.

Florida Department of Transportation
District Four

3400 West Commercial Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309

(954) 777‐4415
july.jimenez@dot.state.fl.us

Public Information (Toll‐Free): 1‐866‐336‐8435
www.midwayrd.com
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Review Project Displays
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Thank You…
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The presentation will replay shortly


